We would like to inform you about the upcoming retreat in Extremadura. The main focus will be the tools we need to develop collaborative programs, including virtualization, the use of programming languages, and artificial intelligence.
The title of the retreat is Joint futures: Innovating international programs through virtualization, AI and languages
The retreat will take place on October 15th and 16th of this year. 

Joint futures: Innovating international programs through virtualization, AI and languages

Overall objective:
To equip academic staff with the conceptual frameworks and practical tools needed to design and implement joint international programmes across universities. The retreat focuses on three enabling dimensions: virtualization of teaching and collaboration, responsible use of AI in higher education, and plurilingual approaches through English-Medium Instruction (EMI).

Program

DAY 1 October 15 

09:30 – 10:00 | Registration. Arrival of participants and informal networking.

10:00 – 10:15 Mercedes Rico Vicerrector 
Welcome and introduction
Opening remarks and overview of the retreat objectives
Context: Why universities need collaborative international programmes

10:15 – 11:00 Cesaltina Pires
Session 1: Building Joint International Academic Programs 
Key elements for designing collaborative programmes across universities: governance, curriculum alignment, mobility and digital collaboration models. 
11:00 – 11:30  | Coffee Break



11:30 – 13:30 Prudencia Gutiérrez 
Session 2: Virtualization of Teaching and Collaborative Learning 
Designing virtual and hybrid learning environments for international programmes
Tools and strategies for collaborative teaching across institutions
Examples of virtual exchange, shared modules and co-teaching practices 
13:30 – 15:00  |  Lunch Break
15:00 – 16:30  Sergio Laso Mangas
Session 3: Artificial Intelligence for Teaching and Learning  
Pedagogical opportunities of AI in higher education
AI tools for course design, assessment and student engagement
Ethical considerations and responsible use in international programmes 

17:45 -20:00 SOCIAL ACTIVITY 
20:00 DINNER 

DAY 2 October 16
9:15– 9:30 | Registration
9:30 – 11:30 Laura Fielden. Director of Internationalization
Session 4: Plurilingualism and EMI in Joint Degrees 
The role of language in international programmes
Supporting multilingual academic environments while teaching in English
English-Medium Instruction (EMI) for International Programs
Pedagogical strategies for teaching disciplinary content in English

11:30 – 12:00 | Coffee Break
12:00 – 13:30  Prudencia Gutiérrez
Session 5: Workshop – Designing a Virtual Joint Module 
Participants work in small groups to outline a collaborative module integrating virtualization tools and AI support.
13:30 – 15:00  |  Lunch Break
15:00- 16:15   Cesaltina Pires
SESSION 6 Workshop – Designing a Joint International Programme
Group work: participants develop a proposal for a collaborative programme integrating virtualization, AI and EMI practices. Presentation of Group Proposals and Closing Discussion

16:15-16:30 Mercedes Rico. End and farewell

